Evaluation of the teratogenic potential of the dopamine agonist bromocriptine in rats.
Single subcutaneous injections of bromocryptine (BCR; 2 mg/kg) to rats on days 5, 7 or 10 of gestation caused a lowering of the serum prolactin (PRL) concentration and, on days up to and including day 8 of gestation, abortion of entire litters. Coincident with the end of the PRL-dependent phase of gestation (approximately day 9), BCR was no longer abortifacient, allowing higher doses of the drug to be administered from this time without the risk of abortion. Treatment at 50 or 100 mg/kg from day 10 to 16 of pregnancy, despite affecting the dams (increased water consumption), had no adverse effects on pregnancy or fetal development.